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A Word of Welcome from the Mayor of 
Regensburg 
 

 
Welcome to Regensburg! 

And welcome to the Regensburg universities! 

 

 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

You are about to start your studies in Regensburg, or you

academic. I am very happy that you have chosen Regen

intended to give you an overview of the legal regulations 

during your stay. If you have any further questions, please

who will be glad to help you.  

 

I hope you enjoy your stay in Regensburg, and wish you ever

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hans Schaidinger 

Mayor 
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1. General  
 
 
A new Immigration Law came into effect in Germany on January 1, 2005. This law, 

last amended on August 28, 2007, is a comprehensive body of legislation concerning 

the residence, employment and integration of foreigners. According to the new law on 

residency, instead of having the categories residence authorisation, temporary or 

permanent residence permit, and residence entitlement, the number of residence 

categories was reduced to two: a temporary and a permanent residence permit. The 

new right of residence is now geared to reasons for residence (training, education, 

employment, bringing over family members, humanitarian reasons) rather than 

concentrating on residence categories.  

From now on, we will be seeing the introduction of measures aimed at the long-term 

integration of foreigners living in Germany legally in the economic, social and cultural 

life of this country. An integration course is offered to support your efforts to integrate.  

The following contains an overview of the legal regulations for foreigners, although 

this is not intended as a substitute for a personal consultation with the Aliens Office. 

Please contact the Aliens Office in Regensburg if you have any questions 

 

Regensburg Aliens Office 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Citizens’ Centre -Aliens Department- 
 
Address: Maximilianstr. 26, 93047 Regensburg 
 
� (0941) 507-1733 
 
Opening Hours: 
Mon -  Fri: 8 am – 12 pm, Thurs: 8 am – 1 pm and 3 – 6  
 
Public Transport: 
Bus routes: 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 (Albertstraße) 
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2. Compulsory Registration 
In addition to the legal regulations for foreigners, the general obligation to register 

with the local authorities which applies to all Germans, also applies to foreigners. 

Accordingly, you are required by law to register at your local registry office within a 

week of moving into your new home. In Regensburg, non-EU citizens should register 

at the Aliens Office (see page 28). The same applies if you move house or move 

abroad.  

Registry offices for EU citizens: 

 
 

Citizens’ Centre –Aliens Department– 
Maximilianstr. 26, 93047 Regensburg 
� (0941) 507-1733 
Mon - Fri 8 am – 12 pm, Thurs 8 am – 1 pm and 3 – 6 pm             
Bus routes: 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 (Albertstraße) 

 

Citizens’ Bureau Town Centre 
Maximilianstr. 26, 93047 Regensburg 
� (0941) 507-3333 
Mon - Fri 8 am – 4 pm, Thurs 8 am – 6 pm 
Bus routes: 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 (Albertstraße) 
Citizens’ Bureau North 
Brennesstraße 16, 93059 Regensburg 
� (0941) 507–1888 
Tues - Fri 8.30 am – 6 pm, Sat 9 am – 1 pm 
Bus routes: 1, 3, 4, 7, 9 (Hans-Hayder- / Isarstr.) 
Citizens’ Bureau Burgweinting 
Friedrich-Viehbacher-Allee 3, 93055 Regensburg 
� (0941) 507-2888 
Tues, Thurs, Fri       8.30 am – 6 pm 
Wed                    8.30 am – 2 pm 
Sat                 9 am – 1 pm 
Bus routes: 9,11,31  (Friedrich.-Viehbacher-Allee) 
Office for Public Order and Traffic –Vehicle Registration– 
Johann-Hösl-Str. 11, 93053 Regensburg 
� (0941) 507-1382 
Mon , Fri 8 am – 12 pm 
Tues, Wed  8 am – 12 pm and 2 – 3 pm 
Thurs       8 am – 1 pm and 3 – 5.30 pm 
Bus routes: 3 and 11 (Franz-Hartl-Str.) 

Registry office for non-EU citizens: 

 
 

Citizens’ Centre –Aliens Department– 
Maximilianstr. 26, 93047 Regensburg 
� (0941) 507-1733 
Mon - Fri 8 am – 12 pm, Thurs 8 am – 1 pm and 3 – 6 pm 
Bus routes: 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 (Albertstraße) 
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3. Income Tax Card 
If you work during your studies, you are normally required to give your employer an 

income tax card in your name. This card is issued by your local authorities (registry 

office). You can also pick up a brochure entitled “Tips for Income Tax Payers” here.  

Relevant offices for Regensburg:  

 

Citizens’ Bureau Town Centre 
Maximilianstr. 26, 93047 Regensburg 
� (0941) 507-3333 
Mon - Fri 8 am – 4 pm, Thurs 8 am – 6 pm 
Bus routes: 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 (Albertstraße) 
Citizens’ Bureau North 
Brennesstraße 16, 93059 Regensburg 
� (0941) 507–1888 
Tues - Fri 8.30 am – 6 pm, Sat 9 am – 1 pm; 
Bus routes: 1, 3, 4, 7, 9 (Hans-Hayder- / Isarstr.) 
Citizens’ Bureau Burgweinting 
Friedrich-Viehbacher-Allee 3, 93055 Regensburg 
� (0941) 507-2888 
Tues, Thurs, Fri 8.30 am – 6 pm, Wed 8.30 am – 2 pm, Sat 9 am – 1 pm 
Bus routes: 9,11,31 (Friedrich.-Viehbacher-Allee) 
Office for Public Order and Traffic – Vehicle Registration –  
Johann-Hösl-Str. 11, 93053 Regensburg 
� (0941) 507-1382 
Mon, Fri  8 am – 12 pm 
Tues, Wed   8 am – 12 pm and 2 – 3 pm 
Thurs       8 am – 1 pm and 3 – 5.30 pm 
Bus routes: 3 and 11 (Franz-Hartl-Str.) 

4. Driving Licence 
If you have any questions about German driving licences or about your overseas 

driving licence being approved, please contact the Regensburg Driving Licence 

Department.  

Office for Public Order and Traffic –Driving Permits– 
Johann-Hösl-Str. 11, 93053 Regensburg 
� (0941) 507-1382 
Mon, Fri  8 am – 12 pm 
Tues, Wed  8 am – 12 pm and 2 – 3 pm 
Thurs       8 am – 1 pm and 3 – 5.30 pm 
Bus routes: 3 and 11 (Franz-Hartl-Str.) 

 
5. Application Forms 
The application forms mentioned in this brochure are provided by the Citizens’ Centre 
–Aliens Department– (see page 28) or can be accessed via the Internet at  
 
http://www.regensburg.de/buerger/buergerservice/formulare_antraege/index.shtml
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6. EU citizens, incl. Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway 
 
People from these countries can enjoy freedom of movement within the European 

Union. They do not need a visa, residence category or work permit. During the 

transitional period, citizens from states which entered the EU in 2004 and 2007 

(Bulgaria, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Czech 

Republic and Hungary) require an EU work permit from the employment exchange, 

which is issued or not according to the situation on the German job market. It is 

fundamentally possible for self-employed citizens from all EU countries to be 

admitted, including those from the states which entered the Union in 2004 and 2007.  

 

After arriving in Germany, EU citizens and citizens from Iceland, Liechtenstein and 

Norway are required to register at the Registry Office or Aliens Office (see page 29) 

within three months to provide information concerning their purpose of residence. The 

following documents are generally required:  

Ö  Registration and notification of residence according to § 5 Freedom of 

Movement Law / EU 

  (Forms at Registry or Aliens Office or on the Internet, page 30) 

Ö  Passport or ID card and an additional biometric passport photograph 

Ö Where appropriate, proof of family membership  

 (e.g. marriage certificate, proof of ancestry) 

Additional documents are usually not necessary unless required by the Aliens Office 

(see page 28). 

 

After you have registered, the Aliens Office will automatically send you certification of 

your right of residence (see page 28). If you do not receive this, please contact the 

Aliens Office. 

 

If you already have an EU residence permit or certification of your right of residence 

and are moving to Regensburg from elsewhere in Germany, all you need to do is 

register with the Registry Office or Aliens Office in Regensburg (see pages 28 and 

29). 

 

Fees: free of charge 
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Member states of the European Union are as follows: 
 
Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, 

France, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, The 

Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, UK  

 

 

7. Switzerland 
 

Swiss citizens can also move freely within the European Union and must register at 

the Aliens Office (see page 28) within three months of arrival in Germany. They do 

not require a visa or work permit, but they do need a residence category and must 

therefore apply. The following documents are generally required: 

 

Ö Registration and application for issue of a residence category (Forms at Registry 
 or Aliens Office or on the Internet, see pages 28 and 30) 
Ö Passport or ID card and an additional biometric passport photograph 
Ö Student enrolment 
Ö Health insurance 
Ö Proof of sufficient financial means to survive 
 
If you already have a residence category and are moving to Regensburg from 

elsewhere in Germany, all you need to do is register with the Aliens Office in 

Regensburg (see page 28). 

 
Fees: free of charge 

 
 
The following pages do not apply to EU citizens or similar (Iceland, Liechtenstein, 

Norway and Switzerland), for whom there are no limits regarding employment (apart 

from the stipulations for the new member states as of 2004 and 2007), period of 

residence or change of degree programme or university. Here, the same university 

regulations apply as for Germans. It is possible to change your reasons for residence 

at any time.  



       On ly  for  members  o f  non-EU count r ies  

8. Right of Residence for Students and visiting academics 
 

To live in Germany, foreign students and visiting academics from non-EU states 

always require a residence permit, which they must apply for at the Aliens Office (see 

page 28) within three months of arrival in Germany, or before their visa expires.  

 

A residence permit can generally be issued if you are applying for degree courses, 

studying at a state university, or one that is recognised by the state, or at a similar 

educational institution, or if you are preparing for your studies. In the latter case, the 

first residence permit will be issued for no longer than two years; if you are 

commencing your studies, the residence permit can be issued for two years and can 

be extended for two more years if you have not yet completed your studies but will be 

doing so in the foreseeable future. As a rule, the total period of residence may not 

exceed 10 years. Attention is invited to the fact, that the Aliens Department is allowed 

to demand proof about the course of your studies in order to judge your studies’ 

chances of success. Those applying for a degree course but who do not yet have a 

place at a university or educational establishment may only be issued with a 

residence permit for a maximum of nine months. The time limit for residence permits 

for visiting academics depends on the purpose of their stay and can therefore vary 

from case to case. 

The Regensburg Aliens Office (see page 28) works closely together with the 

Regensburg universities. When you register, some of the teaching and consultations 

you receive may be from university employees. At the beginning of the semester, 

there are regular office hours or group meetings for overseas students. The 

Regensburg universities will provide you with all the advice and information you need. 

If you are interested, please contact the university international office, the individual 

faculties, or the Aliens Office (see page 28).  
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The Aliens Office (see page 28) requires the following documents to issue a 
residence permit:  
 

Ö Application (in the case of extension: application for extension; forms at Aliens 
 Office or on the Internet, see pages 28 and 30) 
Ö valid passport 
Ö biometric passport photograph (the first time a residence permit is to be issued) 
Ö confirmation of university registration 
Ö proof of health insurance 
Ö proof of subsistence means 
Ö where appropriate, work contract as visiting academics  
 
 
Fees:   

Foreigners with German grant: free of charge 

Exchange students at Regensburg universities: 2.50 € 

First issue: 50 € - 60 € 

Extension: 30 € 

 

 

As it is generally necessary for students to be enrolled at a university for them to 

receive a residence permit, students who have to pass the university examination 

proving their knowledge of German do not have to register with the Aliens Office (see 

page 28) until they have enrolled at the university, even if they have been living in 

Regensburg for several weeks. However, this period may not exceed three months, 

nor may it exceed visa limits.  
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9. Means of Subsistence  
 
As a rule, to be issued with a residence permit, you must prove that you have 

sufficient means of subsistence and adequate health insurance coverage. You should 

have no less than €585.00 per month at your disposal, the maximum relief rate 

according to the Federal Education and Trainings Assistance Act. If your 

accommodation costs are below €133.00, the total amount is reduced by €64.00. The 

Aliens Office (see page 28) generally requires financial documentation for the length 

of your residence permit (1 or 2 years).  

 

You can prove your means of subsistence by presenting the following:  

Ö documentation of your parents’ income situation  

Ö a formal obligation according to § 68 of the Law of Residence, or  

Ö proof of relevant grants from German state means, or  

Ö grants from a sponsoring organisation recognised in Germany, or  

Ö state grants from your country of origin involving the Foreign Office, the German  

     Academic Exchange Service or German grant organisations.  

 

A formal obligation according to § 68 of the Law of Residence can be handed in to a 

German agency abroad or to the local Aliens Office in Germany by your parents or 

siblings, for instance, or by other third parties. The guarantor guarantees your means 

of subsistence and must prove his/her financial ability to do so when handing in the 

formal obligation.  

 

In special cases, financial means can be proved by bank statements, security 

payments into a blocked account, or by providing a bank guaranty.  
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http://dict.leo.org/se?lp=ende&p=/Mn4k.&search=Federal
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10. Health Insurance 
 
Your means of subsistence is only secured if you also have adequate health 

insurance coverage. The universities also require proof of health insurance coverage, 

otherwise they cannot accept your enrollment or re-enrollment. Your health insurance 

coverage must also meet the legal requirements of German health insurance. 

Therefore, if you are a student, it is advisable to register for health insurance in 

Germany. If you are over 30, you can no longer receive compulsory health insurance 

at student rates, and you should therefore apply for private health insurance.  

 

Foreign health insurance or private insurance stipulating a maximum amount is 

generally not acceptable. If you are unsure, contact the Aliens Office (see page 28) 

before selecting private health insurance to ensure that it is acceptable. For reasons 

of neutrality, we cannot recommend a particular private health insurance scheme.  
 

 
If you come from one of the countries with which Germany has a social insurance 
agreement (Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia, Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia,,Tunisia, 

Turkey), you are only required to carry the new European Health Insurance card 

(formerly the E 111 form) or appropriate proof of insurance in your country of origin.  
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11. Can I work during my studies? 
 

Since the Law of Residence was introduced on January 1, 2005, the old work permit 

from the German employment agency is invalid. Now your residence permit has to 

show whether you are allowed to work, and if so, how much. Therefore, before you 

start work, it is vital that you check whether the residence permit in your passport 

expressly allows this type of work. If this is not the case, you must apply to the Aliens 

Office (see page 28) for permission to accept the job. As a rule, the Aliens Office 

must liaise with the employment agency before a decision is made.  

 

A residence permit for the purpose of studying allows students to take on jobs as an 

employee which do not exceed 90 days or 180 half-days per year, or to take on 

student jobs. During a stay for the purpose of preparing for your studies it is allowed 

to take on jobs only during your holidays. Those applying for a degree course but who 

do not yet have a place at a university or educational establishment are not allowed to 

take on jobs. 

Within the mentioned period of 90 days or 180 half-days per year half and whole days 

can be combined (e.g. 35 whole days and 110 half-days). Working time only 

encompasses the days or half-days actually worked. You will be required to provide 

adequate documentation of your working hours. If you work half-days, you should 

base your working hours on the regular working hours of the other company 

employees. Half-days constitute no more than 4 hours a day if the the other 

employees regularly work an 8-hour day. The maximum number of hours constituting 

a half-day is five if the regular working day is 10 hours long.  

 

Overseas students may also take on student jobs with no time-limit at the university 

(e.g. student helpers) or at other academic establishments. Student jobs also 

encompass jobs involving university-related and study-related activities in 

organisations connected to the university (such as tutors in the halls of residence run 

by the Lower Bavaria/Oberpfalz Student Union).  
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Internships are permitted if they form an integral component of your degree course 

or are necessary for you to be able to complete your degree. You are however 

required to apply to the Aliens Office (see page 28) for permission, and to provide 

approprate documentation from the university. The hours you work on an internship 

do not count towards the hours you are permitted to work in the case of a job during 

the above mentioned 90 days or 180 half-days.  

Long-term employment (e.g. for a whole year) can count as a part-time job if the 

purpose of residence (studying) remains unchanged, and if this does not hinder or 

postpone your studies. The permission to work does not mean that the purpose of 

residence can be changed before your studies have been completed. The same 

applies to other recommended or voluntary employment described as an internship. If 

you wish to take up employment, you must apply to the Aliens Office (see page 28) 

for permission. If the type of employment is generally permissible (e.g. mainly 

academic work as an research assistant), no application is necessary, but if this is not 

the case, the Aliens Office must contact the employment agency in order for 

permission to be granted. However, the employment agency will normally only grant 

permission if no priority employees are available and if wages follow tariff regulations 

and are in line with local levels.  

Further employment may also be allowed in exceptional cases if your means of 
subsistence can no longer be guaranteed due to circumstances beyond your 

control, or beyond that of your family members, and if you have so far conducted your 

studies conscientiously and the university can confirm that it is to be expected that 

you will finish your degree. Further exceptions can be made for citizens of Andorra, 
Australia, Canada, Israel, Japan, Monaco, New Zealand, San Marino and the 
USA. The regulations described above apply accordingly. 
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12. Can I change my field of study or change university? 
 
According to regulations, if you are in Germany to study, you are not entitled to a 

residence permit for a different reason, unless you have a legal claim (e.g. through 

marriage to a German). A new residence permit can only be issued if you leave the 

country and then return. The reason for residence is determined by field. In your 

residence permit, the purpose of study is indicated by your degree course and, if 

appropriate, field of study.  

 

If you change fields during your studies, this means that your reason for residence 

has changed, which, in turn, generally means that the residence permit you were 

issued is automatically rendered invalid. As a rule, it is however possible to change 

your degree course (e.g. from German to Spanish) or to change subjects within the 

same course (e.g. swapping French for Italian as part of your degree in Romance 

languages) as long as this happens in the first 18 months of beginning your studies. If 

you change your field or degree course later, university regulations apply. If university 

regulations allow the change, it can also be approved according to the legal 

regulations for foreigners as long as the work you have done so far can be credited 

so that the total time needed to complete your studies is not extended for more than 

18 months (university confirmation). Whatever the situation, you must register any 

change with the Aliens Office (see page 28) so that the change in your reason for 

residence can be recorded.  

If these prerequisites do not apply or if you wish to change subjects or degree course 

again, this is only permissible if your studies can be completed within a total of  ten 
years.  

The same regulations apply if you change to a different type of higher educational 

establishment (e.g. you continue in your field but change from a university to a 

technical college).  

 

 

 

 

 

Page 16  
© Stadt Regensburg –Citizens’ Centre–                                                                                                      As of November 2007 



       On ly  for  members  o f  non-EU count r ies  

The following do not constitute a change of field, but an – insignificant – change in 

concentration within your studies:  

 

Ö the relevant study regulations show that both degree courses were identical until 

the point where you changed, or that the semesters you spent on the old course may 

count towards the course you wish to change to.  

 

Ö you have written confirmation from the appropriate department that the semesters 

you spent on the first course may count to a great extent towards the other course.  

 

Ö for organisational reasons concerning your studies (e.g. enrollment is only possible 

in the Winter Semester), it is not possible for you to start your desired degree course 

after completing your preparations for study, and so you use the spare semester to 

follow a different degree course. 

 

However, you must always contact the Aliens Office (see page 28) to register the 

change in your residence permit. 

 

Any further qualification you may then embark on after completing your first degree 

course, or any course which leads on from your first qualification in Germany (e.g. 

training to become a specialist after completing your medical degree) constitutes a 

change in your reason for residence. A change is generally not admissible if your total 

period of residence would then exceed ten years.  
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13. Can I continue my studies after completing my first degree 
course?  
 
In the cases listed below, it is generally possible to continue studying after you have 

completed a degree in Germany. In these cases you will be reissued with a residence 

permit or receive an extended one without having to leave the country first. You will 

still be required to provide the necessary documentation however (valid passport, 

proof of means of subsistence, health insurance coverage).  

 

Ö Studies which lead on directly from the degree you have completed and are 

intended to last no longer than two years (postgraduate studies), if the university 

confirms that  

 Ö they lead on from your completed degree and continue in the same 

 academic direction  

 Ö they are particularly useful for the career you wish to embark on (e.g. 

 Business Management for engineers), or  

Ö a second degree if the German Foreign Office confirms that in your country of 

origin it is necessary for the career you have chosen.  

 
If you have received a grant during your stay in Germany and have not left the 

country first, you may only embark on a postdoctoral lecture qualification, a junior 

professorship, or a second course of studies or further professional training if there is 

particular official interest in you doing so (e.g. significant aspects concerning political 

developments or new blood in the fields of science and academia).  

 

Whatever the case, you must make an informal application to the Aliens Office (see 

page 28). 
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14. Can I do a doctorate? 
 
It is basically possible for you to return to Germany to do a doctorate as long as you 

have been promised a position as a doctoral student. However, it is not as 

straightforward if you have been living in Germany and now want to do a doctorate, 

as this would entail a change in your reason for residence. After completing a degree 

in Germany, it is generally only possible to do a doctorate if  

 

Ö  the university confirms that a doctorate is the usual qualification for this 

 particular degree course as no other formal qualification exists, or 

Ö  you have been promised a position as a doctoral student and there is 

 academic interest in your doctorate  

 or 

Ö  in certain subjects it is normal to do a doctorate as well as the first 

 qualification  

 or 

Ö  a doctorate would significantly improve your chances of employment in your 

 field in your country of origin,  

 

although the total duration of your residence may not exceed fifteen years.  

 

 

The general prerequisites apply (e.g. valid passport, proof of means of subsistence, 

health insurance coverage) for the issue of a residence permit.  

 
Whatever the case, you must make an informal application to the Aliens Office (see 

page 28). 
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15. Internship after Graduation 
 
 
It is worth considering an internship after completing a degree course, depending on 

the type of course you have taken. Working for a German firm for a limited amount of 

time could boost your employability in Germany or your country of origin. Before you 

start your studies, you should always think about whether an internship is necessary 

considering the type of degree course you have chosen. You are generally required 

to present a description of the planned internship which has been drawn up by the 

firm or establishment providing the internship. It should not exceed a duration of two 

years.  

 

For foreigners who must also gather additional professional experience for their 

studies in Germany to be recognised in their home countries,  residence permits can 

be extended for more than two years after they have completed their studies. This is 

particularly true for degree courses which fall under the EU guidelines for recognising 

university or college diplomas (89/48 EEC) or under the recognition guidelines 

pertaining to individual professions.  

 

In individual cases, the possibility for you to do an internship after completing your 

degree must be looked into. For this to happen, you must apply to the Aliens Office 

(see page 28) for permission to take on a job, and provide pertinent documents. The 

Aliens Office will regularly inform the employment agency, which will check to see 

whether there are priority applicants available and whether wages follow tariff 

regulations and are in line with local levels. 
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16. Qualified Employment after Graduation 
 
The Law of Residence allows you to take a job in Germany that fits your qualifications 

after graduating in Germany. This means that it is no longer necessary for you to 

return to your country of origin. This new ruling gives you two possibilities:  

 

Ö Changing your reason for residence into that of qualified employment  

Ö 1-year residence permit while you are looking for a job.  

 

This gives you the opportunity to find a job that suits your qualifications.  

In order to receive a residence permit to look for a job for up to one year, you must 

fulfil the general preconditions for issue, and particularly security for your means of 

subsistence, and health insurance coverage. This residence permit also allows you to 

take on jobs as an employee which do not exceed 90 days or 180 half-days per year. 

If you want to finance this year by taking on a further job for which you are over-

qualified until you find a qualified job, you will need the permission of the employment 

agency. If you take on a job for the above reasons during this period, there is no 

change in your residence category.  

 

Before you start work in a job that suits your qualifications, you must always apply to 

the Aliens Office (see page 28). The Aliens Office will decide about your application in 

accordance with the job centre. 

If your residence was financed by a grant, your grant board may be required to 

comment before you can be issued with your residence category. In some cases, this 

may lead to your residence category being refused because of political 

developments.   
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17. May I bring over family members?  
 
To create and maintain family unity, family members from overseas can be issued 

with a residence permit in Germany. However, for these family members to enter and 

live in Germany, certain preconditions apply. Contact the Aliens Office (see page 28) 

to find out whether these preconditions apply in your case. In your own interest, we 

strongly recommend that you find out what the preconditions are and apply for an 

appropriate visa before your family members enter the country. Otherwise, it is likely 

that your family members will be forced to leave the country again. You must apply for 

a visa at the German Embassy in your country of origin. An immigration can only be 

issued with the consent of the Aliens Office (see page 28). In certain circumstances, 

the Aliens Office (see page 28) can offer its consent in advance, even if a visa has 

not yet been applied for.  
 

Immigration of spouse 
Your spouse / partner can be issued with a residence permit for family reasons if  

Ö you have a residence permit and were already married when it was issued and 

Ö you have means of subsistence, health insurance coverage and adequate living 

 space, and you will be in Germany for more than a year. Exceptions are possible 

 in certain circumstances.  

 

Documents necessary for applying for consent to immigrate:  

Ö Application for consent to unite the family (forms at the Aliens Office or on the 
 Internet, see pages 28 and 30) 
Ö Your own passport 
Ö Tenancy agreement 
Ö Marriage certificate  
Ö Financial documentation and proof of health insurance coverage  
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You can apply for a residence permit after your spouse/partner has entered the 

country. If they have not already been provided, the following are also necessary:  

Ö Application for issue of a residence category (forms at the Aliens Office or on the 
 Internet, see pages 28 and 30) 
Ö Applicant’s passport 
Ö Current biometric photo 
Ö Marriage certificate  
Ö Financial documentation and proof of health insurance coverage 
Ö Interview with both spouses together 
 
Fees: 50 € - 60 € 
 

Immigration of Children 
The prerequisite for immigration of children is that both parents, or the parent with 

custody of the child, are living in Germany legally, that the child is not older than 16, 

and that there is adequate living space, income and health insurance coverage 

available. There are numerous discretionary facts and exceptions which can generally 

only be clarified by your contacting the Aliens Office (see page 28). 

 

Documents necessary for application for consent to immigrate:  

Ö Application for consent to unite the family (forms at the Aliens Office or on the 
 Internet, see pages 28 and 30) 
Ö Passport of parent(s) living in Regensburg  
Ö Tenancy agreement 
Ö Birth certificate and as the case may be proof about the child custody 
Ö Financial documentation and proof of health insurance coverage 
 

You can apply for a residence permit after your children have entered the country. If 

they have not already been provided, the following are also necessary: 

Ö Application for issue of a residence category (forms at the Aliens Office or on the 
 Internet, see pages 28 and 30) 
Ö Applicant’s passport 
Ö Current biometric photo 
Ö Birth certificate and as the case may be proof about the child custody 
Ö Financial documentation and proof of health insurance coverage 
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18. Can I attend integration courses? 
 
As a result of the Law on Residency, we have seen the introduction of measures 

aimed at the long-term integration of foreigners living in Germany legally in the 

economic, social and cultural life of this country. An integration course is offered to 

support your efforts to integrate. The aim of this course is to introduce you to the 

language, law, culture and history of Germany. The idea is for foreign citizens to 

become so familiar with life in Germany that they can act independently in all aspects 

of everyday life without the help of a third party. The integration course consists of a 

basic language course and an advanced language course of equal duration so that 

participants gain a satisfactory knowledge of German, and an orientation course, in 

which knowledge of the law, culture and history of Germany is taught. The costs of 

participating in such a course are set according to your means. You are entitled to 

participate in an integration course if you are a foreign citizen living in Germany 

permanently, or you have been issued for the first time with a residence permit for 

reasons of employment, reuniting family members, for humanitarian reasons or 

person with a long-term right of residence..  

This means that students and visiting academics from overseas have neither a right 
nor a duty to take part in an integration course. However, in individual cases people 

can be admitted to a course if there are enough places available. Application forms 

can be found at the Aliens Office. Applications must be sent to the German Office for 

Migration and Refugees in Nuremberg. Please contact the German Office for 

Migration and Refugees for more details (www.bamf.de, Tel.: 0911/943-0). 
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19. Permanent residence permit for the highly qualified  
 
This type of residence permit is for an unlimited time period and allows its holder to 

live in Germany permanently. Holders are also allowed to take on any kind of 

employment. The Law on Residency means that highly qualified personnel can be 

issued with a permanent residence permit from the start if their residence is of 

particular economic or social interest for the German state. This provides highly 

qualified specialists with the necessary security to decide to take up residence in 

Germany. This regulation is aimed at top economic and scientific specialists with 

outstanding professional qualifications. These particularly include the following:  

Ö Scientists with particular specialist knowledge, i.e. if the scientist is particularly 

highly qualified or has knowledge of a specialized field which is of particular 

significance.  

Ö Instructors or research associates in outstanding functions. As regards instructors, 

this premise is fulfilled in the case of Heads of Department or Institute Directors. It 

applies to research associates if they lead scientific projects or teams independently 

and responsibly.  

Ö Specialists and managers with special professional experience whose salary is at 

least the contribution ceiling for statutory pension insurance.

 

 

If you wish to re-enter the country, you are normally required to apply for an 

appropriate visa before entry. If you are already living in Germany, this may mean 

that the purpose of your residence permit will have to be changed. Please contact the 

Aliens Office (see page 28) if you are interested. 
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